
 

 

CITY OF DEMOREST 
City Council Meeting 

November 5, 2019 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

The November 5, 2019 Demorest City Council meeting was held in the Demorest Woman’s Club located 

at 1035 Central Avenue due to elections.  Councilman Popham opened with the invocation and pledge 

to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  

 

AGENDA ITEM III(A):  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin asked to amend the agenda, adding the following under NEW BUSINESS: 

 

V(D). Bobcat Purchase 

V(E). Budget Amendment 

V(F). Request from Chevron Station 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Popham and seconded by Councilman Moore to approve the agenda 

as amended. 

 

ACTION:  The agenda was approved as amended (4-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(B):  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin called for public comments.  There were none. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(C):  APPROVAL OF OCTOBER MINUTES 

Minutes from the October meetings (Regular Session) were presented for approval (see attachment – 

two sets).  A motion was made by Councilwoman Wikle to approve the minutes as printed and was 

seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The October Regular Session meeting minutes were approved as printed (4-0). 

 

At this point in the meeting Mayor Austin announced that Demorest has been notified that a FEMA 

grant in the amount of $264,600 has been awarded to the City.  The amount will cover the purchase of 
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two portable generators and eight transfer switches to ensure continuity of critical water services to the 

community.   

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(A): OLD BUSINESS – HABERSHAM MEDICAL CENTER OVERPAYMENT 

As was discussed at a previous meeting, Habersham Medical Center overpaid their water tower lease 

with the City.  The hospital is requesting that the amount ($7,289.38) of the overpayment be applied to 

their water bill.  A motion was made by Councilwoman Wikle and was seconded by Councilman Popham 

to that effect.  

 

ACTION:  The motion to apply a credit of $7,289.38 to the water bill for Habersham Medical Center 

was unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(A): NEW BUSINESS – PROBATION CONTRACT 

Georgia law requires that a MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING be executed for probation services for 

the City of Demorest (see attachment).  A copy of the MOU was presented to Council and a motion for 

approval was made by Councilwoman Wikle and was seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for probation services was 

unanimously approved (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM V(B): NEW BUSINESS – KIM LOOP SEWER PROJECT 

As was discussed at a previous meeting, Luke Lovell is requesting a sewer extension into his mobile 

home park on Kim Loop Road.  He has agreed to pay for materials if the City will provide the labor.  

Bryan Popham brought numbers for the project to the meeting.  A rough estimate of the material costs 

is $85,428.  Tap fees should total approximately $78,400 and will not be waived.  Mayor Austin called for 

a motion to approve the project with Mr. Lovell covering the cost of materials and the City providing the 

labor.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Harkness and was seconded by Councilwoman Wikle.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Kim Loop sewer project with Luke Lovell covering the cost for all 

materials and the City of Demorest providing the labor was unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(C): NEW BUSINESS – JOHN KING JULY FOURTH 

John King has contacted the City asking if there is interest in his performing for July 4, 2020.  He stated 

that his fee would be in the range of last year’s fee.  Councilwoman Wikle made a motion to contract 

with John King and the motion was seconded by Councilman Popham.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to contract with John King for the July 4, 2020 celebration was unanimously 

approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(D): NEW BUSINESS – BOBCAT PURCHASE 

Bryan Popham spoke to Mayor and Council at a previous meeting concerning the purchase of a new 

Bobcat excavator.  He brought back a quote for the equipment with trade-in included (see attachment).  

The dealer has agreed to allow the purchase in three equal payments beginning in November.  A motion 

was made by Councilman Harkness to approve the purchase per the quote.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilman Moore. 

 



 

 

ACTION:  The purchase of the Bobcat excavator was unanimously approved per the quote ($65,296.00) 

(4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(E): NEW BUSINESS – BUDGET AMENDMENT 

Joely Mixon, City Treasurer, has asked that Council approve a budget amendment in the amount of 

$27,645.76 for an extra payroll at the end of November.  A motion was made to that effect by 

Councilwoman Wikle and was seconded by Councilman Popham. 

 

ACTION:  A budget amendment in the amount of $27,645.76 was unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(F):  NEW BUSINESS – CHEVRON STATION REQUEST 

Sham Birani from the Demorest Chevron station appeared before Mayor and Council to request that he 

be allowed to open a package store on the current Chevron property.  Attorney Homans stated that 

Georgia Law would require that a petition be circulated to Demorest voters supporting a referendum.  

The wording for the petition is specific and Attorney Homans will obtain the exact wording and make it 

available to Mr. Birani.       

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS 

PROPERTY, PENDING LITIGATION OR PERSONNEL MATTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH OCGA 50-14-1 

There was no business requiring adjournment into Executive Session. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

With no other business Councilman Popham made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded 

by Councilman Harkness.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:23 p.m.   

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 


